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Abstract

Terminally ill Children : Their Characteristics and Their Needs.

BY:
ASMA. H. MALKAWI
Supervisor:
DR.KHALEEL DARWEESH

This discriptive study aims at predicting the most important
social features that charactarize the chronically ill children and their
social needs. There questionarees were designed, for the children,
their families the medical, and the nursing staff, together with
interviews and field observation.

The most important study results were the followings:

The mean for the parents age was 42 years for fathers, and 35 years
for mothers. Most of them have a secondary educational level, Most
mothers were not working, while the majority of the fathers were
working as drivers and factory workers. The parents in most cases
were first degree relatives.

As for their economical situations, the majority live in a very
low economical level where a quarter of them live below the line of
poverty in Jordan. About the children's features, The majority were
boys age 7 years old, who have been visiting the hospital for 3
years, 3 times a month.

The ‘illness have a direct effect on the economical situations
of the families, where the family relationships were not much
affected as a result of the child illness . The mother usually is the
one who takes care of the child and has the responsibility to take
her ill child to the hospital and accompany her child while staying
there . That affected her social relationships, her psychological
situation and her relation with the ill child who became attached to
her very much. AL E R

As for how others view the family that has a chronically ill
child, It is usually a view of sympathy and sadness. The life of the
ill child has totally changed ; his study, his relations with others
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and his psychology are affected. The majority of the childrens show
negative attitudes towards their stay at the hospital, but at the same
time they show positive feelings towards doctors and nurses.

Concerning the medical and nursing staff the greater number
of them love working with childrens, but they complain about other
things like the administrations responsibilities of regulation and
dealing with parents .

Most of the doctors and nurses are a ware of the importance

of the social and psychological factors in the medical care of the
childrens treatment.

Although, in practice they lack the methods and the means of
a good care at the hospital. So, the majority of them feel the need of
new theoritical and practical courses that help them to be more

sensitive to the psychological and social factors in medicine, and
with them in the medical field.
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