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Summary :

This thesis deals with the subject of the impact of conflict and religious
difference of doctrine among Muslims on the course of resistance activity
against the Crusaders during the 5th and 6th AH/11th and 12th centuries AD.
There were two political currents in the Muslim society , each of whom saw a
contradictory position on the issue of his succession, peace and blessings be
upon him, and then this dispute began to gradually develop into a doctrinal
dispute in which each party adopted beliefs for which religious legislation and
sacred texts were formulated, which each of the disputants adopted as arguments
for the truthfulness of what they believed in. The leadership of the Muslims and
their caliphate was different in vision , so that attempts to reconcile between the
two sides become very difficult, and one of the effects of the transformation of
the political dispute into a doctrinal structure is that the political forces that
adopted one of the two positions, starting from the second century AH / eighth
AD, entered into a conflict in which all methods and means of military,
intellectual and diplomatic were supporting the faith and empowering the sect.

In the last decade of the fifth century AH / eleventh century AD, the

Islamic East was subjected to a European military attack known in history as the
Crusades, targeting the Levant in general and Jerusalem in particular, and the
position of the Islamic forces ruling in the region at the time (Abbasids, Seljuks,
Fatimids, and Arab Shiite Imamate emirates) Based on what we have
mentioned about the conflict over the legal eligibility in ruling the Muslims, the
internal conditions and its relations with each other, had known tension, turmoil
and military conflicts, as well as the race to impose its doctrine and thought.
The Abbasid Caliphate (132 AH-656 AH / 750 AD-1258 AD) represented the
Sunni trend and was reinforced by the power of the Seljuk Turks who entered
Baghdad in the year 447 AH / 1055 AD to inherit from them that eagerness to
support the Sunni faith. Al Zangi (521 AH - 569 AH / 1127 AD - 1173 AD) )
and Bani Ayyub (567 AH - 648 AH / 1171 AD - 1250 AD) did so, while the
Fatimid Shiite Ismaili caliphate in Egypt (358 AH - 567 AH / 969 AD - 1171
AD) was the second party in the conflict equation, mutually supportive with
those who revolved in the orbit of its faith from the Shiite states and imam
emirates in Iraq and the Levant (Kalbuyids (334 AH - 447 AH / 945 AD - 1055
AD), the Hamdanids, the Muradsians, the Uqailis and the Banu Ammar).

In their first campaign in the year 490 AH/1096 AD, the Crusaders made
it possible to exploit the divisions and conflicts between the Islamic forces
because of their doctrinal conflict, so they established four political entities in

the region, one in aljazira (Edessa) and three in the Levant (Antioch, Jerusalem
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and Tripoli) within a decade, and despite the attempts of some, The Jazira and
Levantine forces were considered on the Sunni side to counter and repel the
Crusaders, but it failed. Then it happened that the Sunni rulers of Damascus
rapprochement with Al-Afdal bin Badr Al-Jamali, the Fatimid vizier in an
alliance to repel the Crusader kingdom’s incursions in Jerusalem. This was a
very strange event for the historians of the period because of the intensity of
among the sectarian doctrine tension among the Islamic forces.

At the beginning of the third decade of the sixth century AH / twelfth
century AD; With the ascension of the Zangi family to the rule of Mosul (Imad
al-Din and then his son Nureddin), the balance of the Islamic doctrinal conflict
began to tilt in favor of the Sunnis, thanks to the unitary strategy adopted by the
leaders of Mosul; It is based on containing the small forces and the Islamic
emirates scattered in the countries of the island and the Levant and subjecting
them to a single political authority led by the Zangids, in addition to working on
giving priority to Sunni thought and belief and linking the areas of expansion
within the resistance front to the spiritual authority of the Abbasid Caliph in
Baghdad so that this front would be in an abundance of cohesion and enjoy the
unity of political and spiritual decision. The Fatimid Caliphate and its doctrine
reached a decline as a result of the struggle over the position of the ministry and
the loss of the Ismaili faith as it was present and influent in thepolitical rule,
helped the AL zanki family to succeed in their political strategy.

This strategy adopted by the Zangi family had a profound impact on the
course of the Islamic-Crusader conflict, especially after the annexation of
Aleppo, the capital of the northern Levant, and Damascus, representing the
south, to the Mosul front, and the measures taken by Noureddine Zangi in both
of them to weaken Shi’ism and strengthen the Sunni presence. The Islamic
Resistance Front achieved thanks to that. Many gains were made on the
Crusader side, and power between them became largely balanced with periods
of Islamic supremacy during the turmoil and conflicts that were plaguing the
Crusader emirates in the region.

By the year 564 AH / 1168 AD, Nur al-Din Mahmoud, thanks to the two
commanders of his armies, Asad al-Din Shirkuh, the latter’s nephew, Salah al-
Din, was able to outperform Amouri I, the king of Jerusalem in the rounds of
conflict around Egypt, so that Salah al-Din assumed the position of the ministry
there for the Fatimid Caliph al-Adid, and then under the pressure of his
commander Nur al-Din and the insistence of the Abbasid Caliph Al-Mustiha’a
Amr Allah (566 AH-575 AH / 1170 AD-1180 AD) he cut off the sermon from
the Fatimid imam and broadcast it in the name of the Abbasid caliph in

Baghdad, and that was on the year 567 AH / 1171 AD.
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With the entry of Egypt under the mantle of Al-Nouri rule politically and
within the spiritual scope of the Sunni Caliph in Baghdad, a new stage begins in
the path of building the Islamic Resistance Front against the Crusader
aggression, titled the end of the sectarian division, and with it also begins a new
era in the Islamic-Crusader struggle, entitled “Reaping the fruits of unity.”
Keywords: Crusades, L’orient Islamique, Sunnites, Ismaélites,
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